
How does a developer start the process of working with the city for 
approval of their development? 
 
Step 1: Fill out the General Application 
http://www.madisonal.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9907/General-Application?bidId= 
 
Step 2: Hand deliver application to the Planning & Economic Development Department 100 
Hughes Road, Madison, AL 35758 256-772-5630 www.madisonal.gov between the hours of 
8:00am and 4:00pm. 
 
Step 3: The applicant goes through a review process on predetermined dates set up by the city. 
This process takes around 32 days from the time the project is submitted to the time it gets to 
the Planning Commission Meeting for review. 
 

● The Project Submittal Deadline 4:00 p.m 
● Technical Review Meeting 
● Corrected Drawing Submittal due by noon 
● Post-Tech Review Meeting 
● Planning Commission meeting 5:30 p.m 

 

http://www.madisonal.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9907/General-Application?bidId=
http://www.madisonal.gov/


Step 4: The Planning Commission reviews the project to ensure it meets the master plans, 
zoning maps, best use for the land, etc...and may even have to look at the preliminary site plan. 
They then hold a vote on whether or not to recommend the project for approval by the City 
Council. The applicant will not bypass the Planning Commission, but there can be cases where 
the recommendation of the Planning Commision is a no and the City Council can vote yes or 
vice versa. The City Council has the ability to negotiate developer agreements that can slow 
down growth or get perks for the city (parks, greenways, roads, etc.) in conjunction with a new 
zoning approval. 
 
Example for the above: Dublin Properties in January 2019 (aka Bradford Station) had a 
recommendation of "Nay" to the City Council by the Planning Commission. The City Council 
negotiated a developer agreement for the benefit of the city and approved the project. Our 
recommendation can go either way. 
http://www.madisonal.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3682 (note year is a typo). Approval: 
http://www.madisonal.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3786 
 

● Note: Citizens of Madison are not made aware of the proposed project or development until it 
gets to the Planning Commission. During the Planning Commission meeting the public is able to 
provide their comments or questions regarding the project. Madison has a tool called, “Notify 
Me” that allows residents to choose from a large list of city meetings and other related city 
matters in order for them to be notified of meetings, road closures, pool hours, etc...to sign up 
for these emails you can visit: https://www.madisonal.gov/list.aspx 

 
Step 5: The Madison City Council hears a first reading of the proposed development. The public 
is able to offer their questions or comments during the public comments portion of the City 
Council meeting. 
 
Step 6: The project is voted on by the city council. The public is given time during public 
comments in addition to time during a public hearing to discuss the specific project. 

http://www.madisonal.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3682?fbclid=IwAR0gBT1-ESl5_SzQK2hkOd8oSCsaU5thy-VUOb50AtDnNuKtH1qB7AsjULE
http://www.madisonal.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3786?fbclid=IwAR2w_hooy9H8DrZnsvsylpdalRtr7cXbG0HwlZTaz0ehWoE9hHtHNuUNR1M
https://www.madisonal.gov/list.aspx

